Pulmonary hypoplasia testing in clinical obstetrics.
An ultrasound-based diagnostic test for predicting pulmonary hypoplasia antenatally by measurements of fetal chest circumference was applied prospectively to 45 patients at risk for developing this disorder. The outcome for the newborn infant and the autopsy findings were correlated with the antenatal prediction. The results of this test demonstrated a sensitivity and a specificity of 88% and 96%, respectively. The application of this test to clinical practice is recommended.